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Objectives of the 526 Unit

Before the Korean war, in the North Korean ermy there was a Cultural Depart-
ment (Munhwa Pu) which directed or participated in foreign and domestic
political activities, propagendsa, end Labor Perty orgenizetion. Sometime
after the begimning of the war, the unit _was repamed the Politicel General
Buresu (Ch¥ngch'i Ch'ong Kuk), and PAK Hon-yongl wes made head. By the end
of 1951 the bureau had established several schools to give special training
and instruction to Labor Party members who had been members of the South
Korean Lebor Party so that they cowld recomstruct the influence of the SKLP.
Two of these schools were the Ssoul Political School in Sinch“o'n-gtm
(12525, 38-18) (YC-1141) and the Kyonggi Province Party School in Kimch'dn-gun
(126-29, 38-13) (BT-8032).2

The 526 Unit of the Political General Bureeu includes a Guerrilla Command
Division (Yukyok Chi'bwi Ch'S), the principal objectives of which are the
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support of guerrilla and other subverslve activitg in the ROK. Chief of the

~

Guerrills Commsnd of the 526 Unit is PAE Ch'ol (2 % ,% J

T v

3, The 526 Unit in late 1951 was attempting to rebuild the South Korean labor
Party in the ROK in order to effect the wide-scale recruitment of ‘pro-North
Korean guerrillas. As part of this plan, the 526 Unlt plenned to organlze a
guerrille force of gbout 500 men, to be dispatched to South Korea in teams
of five to six men each. The teams wers to set up safehouses in the ROK
and station two lisison officers at each house. Operational funds in the
form of ROK won, gold, opium, and other easily convertible items of exchange
were furnished the teams. Tesm captains received 200,000 ROK won™ and team
members were given sbout 100,000 ROK won each.

L, Headquarters of the North Koresn 526 Army Unit in Jate 1951 was in a suburb

of P'y‘éngyang about 12 kilometers northeast of the city. Leader of the Labor
Party division of the headquarters was Y1 Sting-yop ,3 Minister of Justice, apd
the militery commander of the unit was PAE ch'3l ( 4 ),3 formerly chair-
men of the North Kyongseng Province Labor Poarty. The 526 Unit, which was
established in Janwary 1951, is attached to North Korean srmy general head-
quarters, and is the directing agency for all North Korean guerrilla activities
in the ROK. It is responsible for the recruitment, training, and dispatch of
guerrillas to the various teams in the ROK. Its missions include the dispatch
into the ROK of sgents of the Special Operations Unit and of the Political
Operations Unit, political agents® of the North Korean Labor Party, and agents
of the Ministry of Sociasl Securilty. e principal aim of the headgquerters is
the rebuilding of Lebor Party influence in the ROK. To carry out these tasks,
the 526 Army Unit, elso kmown as the Guerrills Guidance Unit, established two
subordinate hesdquerters, one the Eastern Tdaison Office, and the other the
Western Liaison Headquarters. 50X1-HUM

5. In late 1951 headquerters. of the 525 Army Unit was at Kongji-ri, Sichong-my5n, )
Kangdong-gun (possibly 125-59, 39-00, YD-58021). There were gbout 20 officers
at the headquarters. Thirty wireless operators maintained constant contact
with the Western and Eastern Lisiscon Offices of the unit.

Western Liaison Office

6. TIn late 1951 the hesdquarters of the Western Iiaison Office was in Siby‘én-ni
(126-42, 38-18) (Br-9941). 50X1-HUM

7. In November 1951 +the Western Tiaison Office was at Tus‘ék-ni in Sb'ch"én—my"én
(126-46, 38-19) (CT-0543). and wes comzanded. by YI Un-yong,3 aged 30. His

deputy was KIM Yong-sik,

There were six sections in the office. The Idaison Section, THS mﬁﬁmgjor‘bant,
handled security and commumications, and included a Scout Company, which had
six scout units deployed along the fromt 1ines forwerd of the headquarters.

The Training Section included a Training Sub-Section with five numbered educa-
tional units. Other sections were the Defense Section, the Support Section

and the Medical Section. :

8, The Western Liaison Office in November 1951 wag devoting mich time to training
) troops in the commend. In the early morning the troops were given two hours
of indoctrination on the Korean war and the strengthening of the Labor Party,
and the remaining hours of the day were gpent in military training. Discipline
was very sitrict in the unit, and even a winor infraction of regulations or in-
efficiency in such work as gsentry dubty was the cause for three days of im-
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prisorment of the offender. Decause of the location and work of the umit, 1t
was not feasible to supply the heedguarters by truck, and 20 oxcarts were used
daily to transport needed supplies to them.

The Western Lisison Office in late 1951 was treining recruits for guerrille
units to be infiltrated into the ROK. When instruction was completed, they
were being transferred to the Egstern Liaison Office, which was responsible
for schtuelly launching the teams across the battle lines. Other agents the
Western Liaison Office was training included graduates of the Seoul Political
Academy;, the Kyonggi Frovince Party School, and the Seoul Party School. The
Western Liaison Office iteelf usually guided through the lines special agents
from verious organizetions, including the Ministry of Social Security.

Eastern Liaison Office

The Eastern Liaison 0ffice in late 1951 was at Ponghyén-ni (127-57, 38-30)
(DT-0861) in Naegimzang-mydn, snd was headed by 18 Ch¥ng-il1,3 aged 40, a
graduate of the Ksngwon Political Academy. Deputy chief of the office was

Yi Ch'ang-hi, aged 60, a native of South Kyongsang Province, The organization
of the Eastern Iiaison Office was similar to that of the Western Liaison Office,
but the Eastern Liaison OFfice had a large independent Communications Section
which wes responsible for transmi*ting orders to the six Guerrilla Branch

Units in the ROK snd which handled 1ll other communicetion activities. The
Communications Section was composed of a Commmicetions Compsny, which hed
under it six Commmicetions Units end a Scout Unit. The Education Section

was comnected with a military training school, end together they were responsible
for training officers for gusrrilla units in South Korea; the trainees were
orgenized - into five companies. Support, Defense, Organization, and Medical
Sections completed the orgenizetion of the Eastern Lisison Office. The office
also gave special treining to students from the Kangwon Province Party School
and the Labor Union Academy, dispatching them through the front line units of

the office. 50X1-HUM

in latf_: July 1951 e £ifty-mer grouvp from the Korean Labor Perty headquarters

in P'yongyeng, led by SONG Huk and 80 Yun, officers from the hth Guerrilla Unit
in the ROK at Chivi-sen, left for the Eastern Lisison Office, arriving 30 July.
The group consisted of students from the Seoul Political Acedemy. After thelr
arrival at the Eastern ILiaison Office, the gtudents were placed into one of two
groups according to their assignuwents: some were to engage in guerrilla activity
and others in espionage.

Between July and Septewber 1951 about 400 men were being trained at the Eastern
Liaison Office for guerrills dwby with the 5 Guerrilla Branch Unit. In September
1951 this grouwp was transferred to Yangddk (126-38, 39-13) (BU-9643) for more
treining. From June to September 1951 another group of L0OO men was being
trained at the Eastern Lisison Office for duty with the 1 Branch Unit and in
September this second group was transferred to Ich'on (126-53, 38-30) (CT-1563)
for more training. Both groups were to be sent into the ROK at s time when

the North Korean army was asgain on the offensive. In late 1951 the groups

were still in North Korea.

Guerrills Branch Urnits

There were six Guerrills Branch Unﬁ.‘csé; wader the commend of the 526 Army Unit ’

and in late 1951 a seveanth branch mwmit was being organized. In that year, however,
the six Guerrilla Pranch Unlts met with 1ittle success in their operations. The 1
Brench Unlt, in Kyonggl Province, suffered high casualties in fighting near Yongwdl
early in 1951, end late the same yesr was belng reorganized and retrained in the
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Pongsan (125-50, 38=31) (Yo-4747) area. The 2 Branch Unit, in Kengwon Province,
and the 3 Branch Tmit, In North Kyougsang Province, were eble to remain in their
areas in some strenghh bub suffered mexny casuvalities. The 4 and 6 Branch Units

‘were forced to restrict thedir movements to the immediate neighborhood of Chirie

san in North-Cholla Province and Sodae-sex and S0ngni~san in South Ch'unch'ong
Province. Meanwhile the 5 Branch Imi@; was retraining a new group of 650 men
in late 1951 at Sinen-nl (possibly 128-28, 38-22, DT-5346). 50X1-HUM

About 30 September 1551 the Seventh Branch Guerrille Unit was organized at Hoe-
yang (127-37, 3842} (CT-8084) with 200 volunteers from the North Koresn military
forces, most of them natives of Kyonggl Province inm the ROK. The commander of

the Beventh Branch Unlt was KiM Uagemd | The unit bad two divisionms,

one headed by an officer in cherge. of polliticel operstions snd the other by a
chief of staff who commaunded four sections responeible for reconnaissence,
support, medical ceve, and opsrations. The political division Included a prop-
eganda section, an organizetion section, and e political operations segction.

Some members of the last were KIM Sokesam (B Bf = ),3 YT Ung-min (% % %),3
and YI Tee-song (% 71'\ RA). KIM Chlang-sik (& % * )3 wes commander of the
2 Platoon of 2 Company in one of the sections under the chief of gtaff. 50X1-HUM

The aim of the Seventh Brapch Unit was to spread coafusion and commit sabotage
in ROK army rear- avess, and its first objective wes Odae~sen (128-33, 37=47)
(DE<6081). The unit pessed Komphl-sen in Pokkye-ri (127-16, 38-26) (CT-4955)
and arrived at Kimhwa (127-27, 38-17) (CT-6438), where in November 1651 it
encountered ROK aruwy troops. The Seventh Branch Wnit was forced to split up
in this action, but individual groups in late November were still attempting
Yo infiltrate into United Netions resr aress, ’

Lieutenawt Colonsl KIM Hek-pong, chief of the Communications Section at the

526 Unit headguarbers, was interviewing new wireless operators and giving them
assignmernts in mid-1951. Many of these assigmnments were to the six guerrilla
branch -units operating in South Koree. Three code officers at headquarters on
29 April 1351 were CHON Se-chin, assigied to the Guerrills- Branch Unit; YUN Sange
chnu, agsigned to the 2 Uuerrillsa Branch Unit; and KIM SBng-sil, assigned to the

3 Guerrills PBranch Unit. By lste 1951 two radios were believed to have been
transported through the lines 4o branch wnits. In early 1951 SONG To-won, a
radio operator, was dispatched with a set of the Soviet "P5P" type to the 3
Branch Umit., SONG mainteined combact with the 526 Army unit for 15 days, but
after that period no further combtact was made. The Eastern Liaison Office
lesrned by courier im November 1951 that the radio hed arrived but was in need
of repair. A second radio end three operabors, CHANG Chun~t
Chong-pong, snd CEJ Cmongmﬁp were sent to the Branch Unit

in June 1951. The radio hes never been on the air, however, and the Easterr

Iisison Office Feared +that it Lsd fallen imbo +he hands of ROK euthorities,O0X1-HUM
On 4 December 1951 PAK Kwong-su, & code officer who hed been dispatched to the

6 Guerrills Pranch Undt was in Paagiong-ni, Tnje-gun (128-22, 38-05) (DT-4415),

an ares behind the United Nations lines, hub friends who saw him did not know
whether he was operating in that area, or was en route to the 6 Branch Unlt in.
South Chiungcehtong Province,

9) f Speci e (RrOups
rganization of Special Agent Groups 50X1-HUM

Because of the failure of North Koresan guerrillass In the ROK to establish an
effective and widespread orgenization, in August 1951 the North Korean govern-
ment began the formation of swall groups of special agents and sent them to
South Korea through the facilities of the 52¢ Army Unilt. These groups included
the Armed Commupicatlon Upit (Mucheng T'ongsin Tae JX &ﬂfi ﬁrl, the Officers
Group (Kuakyan Cho ‘E g A4), te Special Operations Umit (T'uksu Kongchak Tae
J ﬁ,&,f_ i3 7&.) o1 ‘amd the Political Operations Tmit (Chdngeh'i Kongchak Tae

ORI
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7 Armed Communicetion Unit

The Armed Communication Unit sends small groups of four or five men, usually
armed with pistols, rifles, and hand grenades, through the lines to transmit
orders and instructions from the 526 Army Unit to the Guerrills Branch Units.
The groups are usually dispafched from the Fastern Liasison Office, which is more
- concerned with the direction of the pranch units then is the Western Lialson Office,
but may sometimes be dispatched from the Western Liaison Office. Frequently two
groups bearing the same instructions will be sent within a short interval to assure
that at lesst some of the members will be sble to carry out the mission.

Officers Croup V 50X1-HUM

Small squads of officers from the Officers Group are sent to the ROK to reinforce
and direct activities of the Guerrilla Branch Units, and they are usually dispatched
through the Eastern Iisison Office. There are sbout ten persons in each squad, and
they are sometimes very heavily (sic) armed with pistols and rifles. The persons

so dispatched become members of the branch unit staff and frequently are dispatched
at the request of the branch unit, in which case they may be accompanied through
the lines by a messenger previously sent to the Fastern Liaison Office to make the
request for additional persons.

Kbout 20 November 1951 & five-man +eam called the SIN Yong-sik Unit was scheduled
0 leave the Eastern Liaison Office for the Guerrilla Branch Unit in the ROK.

Four of the men were SIN Yong-sik, leader of the group and a former student at the
Central Lebor Party Schpol in PrySogyang; YI Yong-man, _  |SHIM (fnu); and KIM
Mydng-il,[ | en agent from the Ministry of Social Securlty assigned to carry
out esplonage activity in the Taegu area. 50X1-HUM

Political Operations Unit 50X1-HUM

Gradustes of the Seoul Political Academy provide the majority of the members for the
Political Operations teams, which are ‘camposed. of from five to ten persons who are
sent to the ROK on various political missions, chiefly the rebuilding of the Labor
Party in the ROK. The tesms are usually trained and briefed at the Western Lisison
Office, and they travel without escort to the Fastern Liaison Office, from where
they are dispatched through the lines. Bach agent carries two or three hand
grenades, a sult of civilian clothes, a Seoul citizens identification card for
Kyonggl Province or a refugee identification card, and other counterfeited certi-
ficates such as a document certifying failure in the ROK army physical exam-
nation apd an inoculation certificete. Each agent also ususlly carries from 7,000
to 15,000 ROK won and gufficient rice and rice flour to last seven or eight deys.
Once across the lines, the agents change into eivilian clothing and use their

ROK documentation. .

Special Operations Unit

Tesms from the Specisl Operations Unit are assigned to gather intelligence, copmit
acts of sabotage, instigate riots, and, in November 1951, were told to be prepared
to establish a "second front” in the ROK should the cease-fire negotiations fail
and- the Communist srmies again make a general attack and push southward. These
+tesms include from five to ten men, who may cerry +two or three hand grenades each.
Before leaving, they receive crders which neme the destination, and they are
instructed to rendezvous at that point in order to establish a base from which
they cen proceed on their missions. i

Between 1 fugust and 10 September 1951 a Speclal Operations Unit was at Songgg-ri
(128413, 38-08) (DT-3120). The unit was composed of 30 members, who were studying

CONFIDENTIAT

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/11 : CIA-RDP82-00457R011200440009-4



26.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/01/11 : CIA-RDP82-00457R0112004400 SOXT-HUM

09-4
CONFIDENTTAL \:

B

map reading. The wait was assigsed the missiom of infiltrating ROK and other
Tnited Nations imstallations, aad crossed the lines into United Nations ‘erritory
about 15 September 1951.

Dispatbch of Agent Grou.pé.

Before the agent groups are digpatehed bto the ROK, through their scowb companies -
the lisison offices investigate the sections of ‘the fropt lines which appear to

e most open, amd the sgenis sve then gulded to the point and through the lines

by two or three scoubs. The srouts accompeny the agents until they “eel certain
the group has successfully 1ped Ttmated into United Natioms territory, and then
veturn to thelr waibs. Ia late 1951 the eastern front was most often used, but
occasionslly agents were also veing infiltrated through westarn sectors of the
fropt. Sometimes the following route was veed by agemt groups who gtarted from the
Westera Lisison Office Ffor dispateh from the Easbern Limison Office: Naesan-dong
(125+58, 38-38) (vC-5380), Sin'eye (106-32, 38-30) (BT-8564), Tch'dn (126+53, 38-30)
(cT=1563), Chunysug, to the Fastera Liaison office at Ponghyfn-ni (12757, 38-30)
(DT-0861) in Naegimgerg-uytn, from where they were dispatched through the lines

in the area. Usual poluts of infiltration for scouts of the Eastern Liaison
Oftice were Hyangrosbong (12819, 38-20) (DT-4043) end Kugek-san (& 4

in the eastern sector nesr tine coust, and Borak-san (% , 4 ) (possibly

127219, 37=53, C8-520%) and Yongmin-san {127-51, 38«29 (DT-0060) in the central

sector. 50X1-HUM

The principal active mission of the Western Iiaison Office of the 526 Army Unit was
the dispatch of members of the operatlions sections to the ROK. This was done by
three separate patrols of 30 men emch From the patrol section. The firstvpgtro}
moved through' the Kaesoug area, the second Horough the small village of Podul«gol
(126550, 38-21) (CT-1146), and the third fhrough. the Yoénch'dn (127-05, 38-06)

. (CT-3218) aves. A typlcal procedure Was +hat. followed by the lst Patrol, which
divided into three squads of 10 men each. The 1st Squad was at Keamsk-san -
(126-58, 37-56) (0T-2100), the 2nd at Chhksdng (126-56, 37-58) (CT-180k), and

the 3rd at MajSz.ni (poseibly 127-00, 38-02, 0T-2411). These patrols watched for
spots - in the line which were thinly covered by United Nations forces, and reported
o their peirol chief, who Forwarded +the inmformation to the unit commander. He

in turm sssigned members of the operations secbions, who were to be dispatched

+o the ROK, to the verious patrols ror guldance through the lines at the places
previously determined by the sguad members. .

Ta November 1951 some of the msu iu the 2 Platoon, 2 Company of the Western Lisison

Office were the followings

CHO Tn-sdng (ﬁ 1= B) sguad leader. 50X1-HUM
" .

CHONG Tu-cho (ﬁ}’ A sn charge of the platoon, & mative of the Kyong:

sang Provinces in the ROK

KIM Ki-myong (%\ % ﬁa ) a scout, from Kyonggl Province.

0 T'ae=y\5ng ( i }’\,& s scout, from Kyonggl Province.

PAK Kwan-y%ng ( sﬂ» "E‘ ;](_,) from Tnch'on, deputy commander of the platoon

and in charge of gpeclal mizsions.

™
SON (fnu), a platoon leaeder, from the Kyongsang Provinces in the ROK.

U chong-in (g AE.12) from Seoul, s squad member. 50X1-HUM
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5¢Lg; was chief of the Political Buresu of
Which also describes

X1-HUM

in date 191,
srmy ey

Comments, The exisghbence of these schools snd their general objective of
political subversion in the ROK have oftern beem noted in aveilable ‘information.

Comment. The following is previously réported informstion on some of the
persons mentioned in this repori:

teru Division of the Polibicsl Lisison Section
. digence Headquarters in Plydngyang, according
e Fastern Ilaison Office iz probebly intended.

HO Chbug-il wes clhlef of the B
of the North ¥orean 5 1
to an FEC ztatement.

KIM Ch'eng-cik. A KIM Chiang-3ik was an employee of the North Korean State
Becurity Buresn (later the MES) in 1950, and a KIM Ch'ang-sik gradusted from
the Bwanghae Frovince Shaf¥ School in Ozbober 1948,

KiM 80k-nam. A KM Sdk-sar wes a member of a North Koresn espiopnage ring in
Japan in April 1951.

A KM Tong-sik was chief orgsmiser for the SKLP in Ch'ahwange
L, G yyimee in 1950

PAE Ch'dl was s major general sadl head of the Guerrilla Corps of the North

T

Koreasn army i es gud was in charge of the Cuerrilia Guidance Departmenf
in dlate 1051,

50X1-HUM

and chief -of the ©
in he South Korean Iabor Party end in charge of
K since late 1950, was Minister of Justice in 1948,

v 54 . 1
YI Sdng-y0p, former Les
guerrilis actlvity da the F

{(‘Umme « Radio F"‘"m gyang announced on 17 Decenber 1951 that YI

his off'ice as Minisber of Justice and was replaced

Wf@u released from
by YT T8ag.

Korean guerrills in North Cholla Province in 1951,
50X1-HUM
TEL Tn=yong was head of the Oulbtuwral Depurtmsut of the Soviet«Korean Associastion
of Wonsan, bul went to Soulh Xorea oz s politicel mission during the ROK
Occu'ga":.iom of that oily ‘

Comment. Two huwdred thousand ROK won 1s worth about 25 United States
dollars. ‘

Compent. 1% 15 mob clsar what difference there is between these political
agents of tae ?{KT.‘P and the membors of the Politicel Operstions teams. It is
possible that the labber are WIS ageabs. The line of responsibility between the
MSE and the Iabor Party for the vmriows activities connected with the 526 Unit
is not clear. snd it 18 wosaible thath the wm2h te & inint oneration

Comment. 'The orgasiization of North Koresn guerrillas in the ROK into six
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tranch wnits bas been ofbon meporied. For other detells of guerrilla activity

in the ROK 50X1-HUM
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